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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 16021 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, FR, UK 

SUBJECT: FRENCH VIEWS ON EUROPEAN UNITY AND LIBERALS 
IN ERANCE 

SUMMARY: FRENCH PROFESSOR, DURING TALK DECEMBER 5 TO 
BRITISH LIBERAL PARTY MEMBERS, SAID MOST FRENCHMEN, 
INCLUDING SOME GAULLISTS, WOULD SUPPORT LOSS OF SOME 
FRENCH "SOVEREIGNTY" IN CREATION OF UNIFIED EUROPE. 

THIS ISSUE, HOWEVER, WOULD FORCE REALIGNMENT OF POLITI- 
CAL SUPPORT BEHIND GISCARD. HE SUGGESTED THAT FRENCH 
LIBERALS, AS COMPARED WITH BRITISH PARTY, ARE SCATTERED 
THROUGHOUT WIDE VARIETY OF OTHER PARTIES AND, BECAUSE 
OF THE SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS OE ERENCH POLITICS, 
LIBERALS ARE BOTH EEW IN NUMBER IN FRANCE (ABOUT 5 OR AT 
MOST 10 PERCENT OF ELECTORATE) AND PRESENTLY WITHOUT A 
STRONG PERSONALITY WHO COULD SERVE AS RALLYING POINT. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . BRITISH LIBERALS, EROM TIME TO TIME, DEVOTE CONSID- 
ERABLE ATTENTION TO LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL, AN ORGANIZA- 
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TION OF LIBERAL PARTIES IN WESTERN EUROPE. ONE OF THE 
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ACTIVITIES THE BRITISH LIBERALS SPONSOR IS A SPEECH FROM 
A VISITING CONTINENTAL LIBERAL DIGNITARY. JACQUES 
ZIGHERA, PROFESSOR AT UNIVERSITY OF NANTERRE, SPOKE AT 
A MEETING DECEMBER 5 ATTENDED BY EMBOFF. ZIGHERA WAS 
DESCRIBED AS PROMINENT MEMBER OF FRENCH GROUP OF LIBERAL 
INTERNATIONAL AND OF RADICAUX DE GAUCHE. 

2. SUBJECT OF HIS TALK WAS "THE FRENCH POLITICAL 
MYSTERY" AND IT TURNED OUT TO BE A LUCID AND BRIEF EX- 
PLANATION OF THE NATURE OF FRENCH POLITICS, WITH EMPHASIS 
ON THE "POLITIQUE DES NOTABLES," THE ERENCH CONCEPT OF 
PARTY MEMBERSHIP, AND THE NEED FOR POLITICAL MARRIAGES 
OR ALLIANCES OF CONVENIENCE. 

3. ZIGHERA DID MAKE A FEW INTERESTING POINTS IN HIS 
SPEECH AND IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS. HE SAID THAT TRUE 
FRENCH LIBERALS ARE NOT ORGANIZED IN A STRONG PARTY BUT 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT MANY PARTIES. ADMITTING THAT IT WAS 
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO ASSESS LIBERAL STRENGTH ACCURATELY, 
HE NONETHELESS SUGGESTED TO EMBOFF THAT FRENCH LIBERALS 
WOULD AMOUNT TO ABOUT 5 PERCENT AND NO MORE THAN 10 PER- 
CENT OF THE ELECTORATE IN THE LAST ELECTION. HE ALSO 
DISCUSSED FRENCH PROPOSALS FOR ELECTORAL REEORM, INCLUD- 
ING SOME VARIATIONS ON PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
SCHEMES. 

4. ZIGHERA ALSO VENTURED RATHER OPTIMISTIC VIEWS ABOUT 
THE SENTIMENTS OF FRENCHMEN ON EUROPEAN UNITY. HE VEN- 
TURED THAT "MOST" FRENCHMEN, EVEN SOME GAULLISTS, ARE 
QUITE PREPARED FOR SOME ATTRITION OF FRENCH SOVEREIGNTY 
WITH THE CREATION OF A STRONGER EUROPE. THIS DEVELOP- 
MENT WOULD, OF COURSE, FORCE GISCARD TO SEEK A NEW ALIGN- 
MENT OF SUPPORT, SINCE OVERALL GAULLIST SUPPORT FOR HIM 
WOULD DISSIPATE AND HE WOULD HAVE TO FIND OTHER ALLIES. 

HE MIGHT, HOWEVER, AS A RESULT END UP IN A CONSIDERABLY 
STRONGER POSITION. 

5. COMMENT: AFTER HIS TALK, LIBERALS WERE MOST ENTHU- 
SIASTIC ABOUT ZIGHERA'S VISION OF ELECTORAL REFORM IN 
FRANCE. THEY SEEMED TO BELIEVE THAT THIS WOULD STRENG- 
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THEN THEIR OWN CHANCES FOR SIMILAR EFFORTS IN BRITAIN; 

THIS HAS BEEN A CONTROVERSIAL DISCUSSION POINT IN LIBERAL 
MEETINGS, WITH A DECISION APPARENTLY REACHED THAT THE 
PARTY SHOULD NOT PRESS STRONGLY ON EITHER REEORM IN 
GENERAL OR ON PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN THE POST- 
ELECTION RE-EVALUATION ATMOSPHERE. 

SPIERS 
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